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John’s Story:
The Day Our
Life Changed

John’s return to church 11/22/09
John, Shelley and grandson, Nick

Thursday June 25, 2009 changed our
lives forever. We always pray before
taking a trip on the motorcycle and June
25th was no exception, after we prayed for
God’s protection and safe return home.
John left around 6:30 that morning
going to the school to tie up loose ends at
work before he and five other guys would
be leaving at noon for a motorcycle
trip East, last stop Maine for coffee and
Lobster.
At 7am the phone rings and Andy,
John’s co-worker, called, “John has been
in an accident with a deer and he is ok.”
I flew to the scene, jumped out of the
car and ran to where John lay on the
road, the sheriff would not let me get
close to John. Andy was talking to John
and holding his hand, he reassured me
that John will be okay. The sheriff told

The story of John and Shelley
Blackburn and John’s recovery
from a near death accident is
an amazing and heart touching
one. Here is the story of John
and Shelley in their own words.
me to stand by his car. I could see John
was breathing but was laboring to breathe
so I knew he was still alive. All I thought
was we need to pray so I called Brenda
Barnett and told her what had happened,
“we need to pray.” Brenda said she would
call Pastor Mark and others,
and I knew they all would
pray.
I rode in the ambulance
with John and the trip from
the lake to SERMC seem
to take forever. When we
arrived Pastor Mark was
waiting by the entrance
to the emergency room, that was a
blessing for me. I knew at that moment
God is with us. John was taken into the
emergency room and a team of nine
medical staff were working to stabilize
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him. Our daughter-in-law, Donna, was
working ER that morning. Not knowing
the motorcycle accident would be her
father-in-law, she dropped the chart and
cried when she realized it was John. We
just held each other and cried.
John was life flighted to
Grant Medical Center in
Columbus. Donna drove
our son Rick and I to Grant.
When we arrived at Grant,
doctors began a series of
tests and found a blood
clot on John’s brain and
they needed to remove it.
We agreed as a family for the doctors to
do everything they needed to do to save
John’s life and that they did. John was in
an induced comma for 42 days.
John stayed a total of 72 days in Grant.
Continued on next page
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